Hidden Dangers to Dogs

Hidden Dangers for Dogs: Keeping Your Pup Safe

Hey there, dog lovers! We all want our furry friends to be safe and sound, especially
with the ups and downs of life. It's true what they say: “Prevention is better than cure.”
So, let’s talk about how to keep your pup out of harm’s way. Dogs can’t think ahead
like we do, but we sure can! Here’s a rundown of common hazards you might
encounter, and some tips to help you avoid any potential mishaps.

Common Dangers

Some of the most frequent issues veterinarians see include injuries from road
accidents or dog fights, as well as illnesses that arise from dogs swallowing dangerous
objects, medications, or household chemicals. If you suspect your dog has ingested
something harmful, reach out to your vet right away! It’s helpful to keep the packaging
handy, just in case you need to give details about what your dog got into. And
remember, don’t try to make your dog vomit without consulting a vet first. If your pup
starts to stagger or fit, clear the area of any obstacles to keep them safe and make the

space calm and quiet.

Out and About

Traffic is one of the biggest risks for our four-legged pals. Always keep your dog on a
leash when you’re near roads, no matter how well-behaved they are. Teaching your
dog to come when called can be a lifesaver. It's also a good idea to get your pup
neutered to reduce the chances of them roaming off and getting into trouble.

Socialising your dog early on is crucial! A well-adjusted dog knows how to interact with
other dogs and is less likely to get into fights. Many vets offer puppy socialisation
classes, which are fantastic for helping your dog make friends in a safe environment.



And don’t forget about regular vet check-ups! Annual visits can uncover hidden health
issues before they become serious problems.

Playtime Precautions

Dogs love to chase sticks, but catching one the wrong way can lead to serious injuries.
Instead, toss them durable, plastic toys that are safe for chewing. When it comes to
balls, make sure they’re not small enough to get lodged in your dog’s throat. As for
bones, they can cause all sorts of trouble—from digestive upsets to severe blockages
—so stick to specially designed chew toys instead.

After walks, keep an eye out for pesky grass seeds that can get stuck in their ears or
paws. It's always best to check your dog over when you return home.

When using escalators, carry your dog to prevent their little paws from getting caught,
which can lead to painful injuries. Also, be cautious with balconies and windows—falls
can lead to serious injuries.

If your dog enjoys swimming, steer clear of ponds with green algae, as some types can
be toxic. And remember, not all dogs are natural swimmers, so keep a close watch on
them near water.



Dogs can easily suffer from heatstroke, especially in the summer. Never leave your
dog in a hot car, even with the windows cracked. Vigorous play during hot weather can
also lead to overheating, particularly in breeds with shorter snouts, like Pekingese or
boxers. Consider grooming long-haired breeds during warmer months to help them
stay cool.

And don’t forget that dogs with sparse fur can get sunburned! It's best to keep them
indoors during peak sun hours, or apply dog-safe sunscreen to any exposed areas.

Home Hazards
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Most accidents happen at home, so it's important to keep cleaning supplies and
garden chemicals out of reach. Products like slug pellets and antifreeze can be deadly,
so store them safely. Even rat poison can pose a risk if your dog eats a poisoned rat,
so be vigilant.

Carbon monoxide is a hidden danger as well; this odourless gas can be fatal. Make
sure your heating systems are regularly maintained, and consider installing carbon
monoxide detectors. Watch for signs like lethargy or weakness in your dog.



Party season? Be careful with alcohol and cigarette butts around your pup. Some
products, like chewing gum, contain nicotine and can be toxic if ingested. Fireworks
can also be hazardous if chewed, so keep your dog away during celebrations.

Always read labels before giving your dog any medications, and never give them
human meds. Some common painkillers can be extremely harmful. Stick to treatments
specifically designed for dogs, and consult your vet before administering anything.

Kitchen Caution

Keep your dog out of the kitchen while you’'re cooking to prevent accidents from hot
spills or boiling water. Be mindful of dough—dogs who eat rising bread dough can
suffer from bloating and even poisoning. Also, watch out for foods that are toxic to
dogs, like chocolate, grapes, and certain nuts.

&
il

Tl d "
it iy, 24

3 o g e

CTRR T H o E L

In the garden, there’s a long list of plants that can be harmful. Always supervise your
dog and redirect them if they start chewing on something they shouldn’t. Some
common toxic plants include azaleas, daffodils, and yew.

Final Thoughts
Keeping your furry friend safe means being aware of their surroundings and being

proactive about potential hazards. By thinking ahead and staying vigilant, you can
help your dog lead a happy, healthy life!



