
Ear Mites in Dogs

Ear mites are a common parasite that can cause significant irritation in your dog’s 

ears. Understanding the signs, diagnosis, treatment, and contagiousness of ear mites 

is essential for effective management.

What Are Ear Mites?

Ear mites are tiny parasites that primarily affect dogs and cats. They live in the ear 

canal, feeding on ear wax and skin oils. Key characteristics include:

• Lifespan: Adult ear mites live for about two months.

• Reproduction: They can multiply rapidly, with eggs hatching within 

four days and developing into adults in about three weeks.

• Visibility: Ear mites are microscopic and appear as tiny white dots but 

are typically not visible to the naked eye. A microscope is usually needed for 

confirmation.

Signs of Ear Mites in Dogs

Dogs with ear mites often exhibit the following behaviours and symptoms:

• Excessive Head Shaking: Dogs may shake their heads frequently.

• Scratching: Increased scratching of the ears with their paws.

• Ear Wax Production: Increased wax production in the ears.

• Redness and Irritation: Ears may appear red and inflamed.

• Black Ear Discharge: A dry, black discharge may be present.



• Unusual Smell: An unpleasant odour may emanate from the ears.

Note: Other conditions like allergies, bacterial, or yeast infections can also cause 

similar symptoms, so it’s crucial to consult a vet for a proper diagnosis.

Diagnosing Ear Mites

Diagnosing ear mites typically requires a veterinary examination:

• Veterinary Tools: A vet will use an otoscope to inspect the ear canal 

for signs of ear mites.

• Confirmation: A microscopic examination may be necessary to 

confirm their presence.

Treatment for Ear Mites

Treatment options for ear mites may include:



• Spot-On Flea Treatments: Many flea treatments also target ear 

mites. These are often easier to administer and less stressful for the dog, requiring 

just one or two applications.

• Ear Drops: Prescribed ear drops may be necessary, usually for about 

three weeks, to treat both ear mites and any accompanying infections. It’s essential 

to follow your vet’s instructions for use.

Important: Always consult your vet for the most suitable treatment options.

How Do Dogs Catch Ear Mites?

Ear mites are transmitted through close physical contact between animals. They can 

easily spread among pets, especially in multi-pet households.

Contagiousness of Ear Mites

• To Other Pets: Yes, ear mites are contagious to both dogs and cats. 

It’s important to treat all pets in the household, even if they don’t show symptoms.

• To Humans: In extremely rare cases, dog owners may develop a skin 

rash if their dog has ear mites. However, the ear mites that infect dogs are different 

from those that affect humans.

Conclusion

If you suspect your dog has ear mites, it’s essential to seek veterinary care for proper 

diagnosis and treatment. Prompt action can alleviate discomfort and prevent the 

spread of these parasites to other pets. Regular check-ups and monitoring for signs of 

ear irritation can help maintain your dog’s ear health.


