
Ear Infections in Dogs

Ear infections are a common health issue in dogs that can lead to significant pain and 

potential long-term damage to hearing if not addressed promptly. It’s essential for dog 

owners to recognise the symptoms and seek veterinary care as needed.

Symptoms of Ear Infection in Dogs

Common Symptoms Related to the Ears:

• Itchy Ears: Dogs may scratch at their ears frequently.

• Pain: Pain may occur when the ears or head are touched.

• Ear Discharge: There may be a noticeable discharge from the ear.

• Swelling and Redness: The ears may appear swollen or red.

• Unpleasant Smell: A foul odour may emanate from the ears.

Additional Symptoms:

• Frequent Head Shaking: Dogs may shake their heads often.

• Tilting Head: Holding the head to one side can indicate discomfort.

• Itchy Skin: Skin issues are often associated with ear infections.

Diagnosing Ear Infection in Dogs

If you observe any symptoms of an ear infection, it’s crucial to schedule an 

appointment with your vet. The veterinarian will:



• Inspect the entrance of the ear canal for swelling, inflammation, or 

discharge.

• Use an otoscope for a detailed view of the ear canal.

• Potentially take samples for further analysis.

Veterinarians often use the term “otitis” to describe ear infections.

Treating Ear Infection in Dogs

Treatment will depend on the specific cause of the infection, and may include:

• Medications: Prescribing pain relief and anti-inflammatory 

medications.

• Ear Cleaners: Administering medicated ear drops or cleaning 

solutions.

• Surgery: In severe cases where medical management fails, surgical 

intervention may be necessary.



Causes of Ear Infection in Dogs

Ear infections can arise from various factors, with the most common cause being:

• Skin Allergies: Allergies can lead to inflammation and infections in 

the ears.

Other Causes Include:

• Bacterial or Yeast Infections: Imbalances can lead to infections.

• Parasites: Ear mites or harvest mites can infest the ear canal.

• Foreign Bodies: Objects like grass seeds can become lodged in the 

ear canal.

• Growths or Tumours: Abnormal growths can also lead to infections.

Conclusion



If you suspect your dog has an ear infection, timely veterinary care is essential to 

avoid complications and ensure effective treatment. Regular check-ups and monitoring 

for any signs of discomfort can help keep your dog healthy and free from ear 

infections.


