Antibiotics for Dogs

Understanding Antibiotics for Dogs

What Are Antibiotics?

So, let’s talk about antibiotics! These handy medications are designed to tackle
bacterial infections, and they come in a variety of forms—tablets, liquids, drops,
creams, or even injections. Their magic lies in their ability to kill off harmful bacteria
and prevent them from spreading, helping your furry friend get back to their healthy,

playful self. ik

When Would a Dog Need Antibiotics?

You might wonder why your dog would need antibiotics in the first place. Well, if your
vet diagnoses your pup with a bacterial infection that won't likely clear up on its own—
or if there’s a chance that the infection could spread to other animals—antibiotics
might be the way to go. Ignoring a bacterial infection can lead to serious
complications, so it’s essential to take action when necessary.

Why Are Vets Cautious with Antibiotics?

Lately, there’'s been quite a buzz about antibiotic resistance, which is becoming a
global concern. This means that antibiotics are becoming less effective against certain
bacterial infections. A big part of the problem is the overuse of these medications,
which has allowed bacteria to adapt and become tougher to defeat. If we continue
down this path, both humans and animals might find it much harder to treat infections
in the future. That's why vets are super careful when deciding if your dog really needs
antibiotics and determining the right dosage for their recovery.

How to Give Antibiotics to Your Dog



When it’s time to administer the antibiotics, your vet will provide you with specific
instructions, and you’ll also find guidelines on the packaging. It’s crucial to complete
the entire course of antibiotics to ensure your dog fully recovers. If you're dealing with
tablets or liquid forms, a great trick is to hide the dose in a tasty treat—Ilike cheese or
peanut butter—unless your vet says otherwise.

Now, creams, sprays, or drops can be a bit trickier to manage, so having a buddy to
help hold your dog steady can be a lifesaver. And don’t forget to shower your pup with
treats before, during, and after the process to keep it positive! If the antibiotics are
administered via injection or drip, that’s a job strictly for your vet.

What If You Forget a Dose?

Life gets busy, right? If you accidentally forget to give your dog a dose, don’t panic!
Set an alarm on your phone to remind you. If you remember in time, go ahead and
give that missed dose as soon as possible, then continue as usual. But if it’'s almost
time for the next dose, just skip the one you missed and wait for the next scheduled
time. Whatever you do, don’t double up on the medication to make up for a missed
dose!

What If You Accidentally Give Too Much?
Oops! If you accidentally give your dog more antibiotics than your vet prescribed, it

might make them feel a bit off. While it's rare for a double dose to cause serious
issues, it’s always a good idea to reach out to your vet for advice just to be safe.



