
Choosing Your New Fish

Finding the perfect fish for your home is a bit like finding the right friend—it really 

depends on how much time and commitment you can offer. Picking the right type of 

fish is a crucial first step, and trust me, it’s an exciting journey!

You might think fish are just swimming decorations, but anyone who has spent time 

observing them knows that they have unique personalities! Yes, different species have 

their quirks, but even individual fish can surprise you with their behaviours.

Getting to Know Fish Personalities

Let’s start with goldfish. These cold-water swimmers are popular for a reason! 

They’re relatively easy to care for and can be a fantastic starter project, but don’t be 

fooled into thinking they’re low-maintenance. Goldfish can live up to twenty years if 

given the right conditions. They are messy little creatures, needing solid filtration and 

regular water changes to keep their environment healthy. Plus, they require a spacious 

tank to grow comfortably.

Next up are temperate fish. These little guys thrive in unheated aquariums and are 

perfect for warmer rooms. They come in various vibrant colours and are small, active, 

and hardy—ideal for kids’ tanks or desk setups. Unlike goldfish, temperate fish won’t 

outgrow their homes, making them a sensible choice for beginners!

If you’re feeling a bit more adventurous, consider freshwater tropical fish. While 

they do need more care than cold-water fish, they’re a staple in many UK households. 

You’ll need a heated tank and some extra equipment to keep them happy, but the 

payoff is a colourful, lively aquarium that can be a lot of fun for the whole family.

For those ready to take on a real challenge, there are saltwater (marine) fish. These 

tanks are the most complex to set up and maintain, requiring careful monitoring and 



can be quite pricey. But the breathtaking variety of marine life you can keep makes it a 

fascinating project for serious enthusiasts.

And don’t forget about pond fish! If you have outdoor space, a pond can house larger 

species like carp. While stable ponds can maintain a balanced environment, setting 

one up for specific fish can be tricky, and you’ll need to keep feeding them regularly.

Choosing the Right Species

Now, when it comes to picking the right species, a little research goes a long way! 

Some fish can be territorial and might bully others, so it’s wise to choose species that 

get along well. For example, consider their tank preferences—some prefer hiding spots 

while others like open swimming areas. Knowing which fish are compatible will help 

you create a harmonious, relaxing aquarium.

Where to Buy Your Fish

When it’s time to bring home your new finned friend, pet stores and local aquatic 

shops are great places to explore. These places are often filled with a dazzling array of 

fish in all colours and sizes, which can be overwhelming but also super exciting! Just 

remember to arm yourself with knowledge before you dive in.



It’s essential to choose a reputable shop. A good pet store will prioritise the health and 

happiness of their fish. Here are a few signs to look out for:

1. Health Checks: Healthy fish should be regularly checked. If you 

notice sick fish, they should be isolated, and tanks under treatment should be 

clearly marked. While it’s not uncommon to see a dead fish occasionally, it 

shouldn’t be a frequent sight.

2. Information Availability: A reputable store will provide you with lots 

of helpful information about fish care, including leaflets and knowledgeable staff 

ready to answer your questions.

3. Caring Staff: A good pet shop will ask you questions about your 

setup and experience, ensuring you’re matched with the right species. If they 

seem more interested in making a sale than your fish’s well-being, it’s a red flag.

4. Enrichment and Space: Look for tanks that are clean, well-

maintained, and not overcrowded. Fish need enrichment too! They thrive in 

environments that offer places to hide and explore.

5. Training: If you have to wait for a staff member with expertise to 

assist you, that’s a great sign! Trained employees are more likely to help you make 

the best choices for your aquatic friends.

Bred or Wild Caught?

Did you know that over 90% of ornamental marine fish and invertebrates come from 

the wild? Captive breeding can be challenging, so if you prefer fish bred in captivity, 

be sure to discuss this with your pet shop.

Checking Your Potential Pet’s Health

Before you make a purchase, give your potential new family member a quick health 

check. Look for smooth scales without growths or spots, bright eyes, and active 

movement. Healthy fish should swim freely and show normal behaviour for their 

species.



Enjoy the Experience!

No matter where you choose to get your new fish, remember that bringing a new 

family member home should be a joyful experience. It’s a special moment filled with 

anticipation, so take your time and enjoy the process!


