
Bringing Your New Fish Home

Bringing home a new fish can be such an exciting experience! Fish can make 

incredible pets, each with their own unique personalities and needs. However, it’s 

essential to understand that different types of fish have varying requirements, 

especially when it comes to water conditions and tank setups. While cold-water fish 

might have straightforward needs, marine tanks are a more complex adventure best 

suited for experienced fish owners.

Preparing Your Home for Your New Fish

Before you even pick out your new aquatic friend, it’s crucial to have everything ready 

in your home. This means doing your homework on what your specific fish will need 

and ensuring their tank is properly set up well in advance. Tanks need time to “settle 

in,” so it’s best to let your setup run for at least a few days before adding any fish. 

Think of it as giving the tank time to establish a comfortable environment for your new 

pet!

The Big Day: Picking Up Your Fish

Finally, the day has come! You’re about to bring your new fish home, and it’s natural to 

feel a rush of excitement. But remember, while it might be tempting to rush them into 

their new tank to let them explore, it’s important to take your time. Fish can be quite 

delicate, and even minor shocks can be detrimental to their health, so a little caution 

goes a long way.

Make sure your tank is already set up at home with the correct water conditions, so 

your fish will have a safe haven right from the start. When you pick up your fish, they’ll 

likely be in a secure bag that the seller has prepared. If they come in a darker bag, like 

a brown paper bag, leave them in there—this darkness helps keep them calm and 



disoriented. If the bag isn’t dark, consider wrapping it in a sweater or blanket to mimic 

that effect.

Acclimating Your Fish

Once you’re home, place the bag with your fish gently into the tank without letting 

them out just yet. This is an essential step! Open the top of the bag and roll down the 

plastic to trap some air, which helps the bag float. By keeping the bag open, you’re 

allowing fresh air to mingle with the water, gradually equalising the temperature 

between the bag and the tank. This slow adjustment helps minimise shock when your 

fish finally makes their grand entrance.

If you have pH monitoring strips, now’s a good time to check both the tank water and 

the water in the bag. If there’s a noticeable difference in pH levels, take it slow: add a 

little bit of tank water to the bag—about half a cup or less every 15 minutes. It may 

take several hours to get the pH levels balanced, but this patience will pay off by 

protecting your fish from potential pH shock.

Welcome to Their New Home!

Once you’ve ensured that the water in the bag and the tank are as compatible as 

possible, you can finally let your fish swim free to explore their new surroundings! Just 

a little word of caution: adding water from the bag could introduce parasites or 

diseases from the seller’s tank into yours. Ideally, it’s best to isolate your new fish in a 

quarantine tank for two weeks before introducing them to your main tank. However, 

many fish owners might not have the equipment for this step, so just be aware of the 

potential risks.

Bringing home a new fish should be a joyful and rewarding experience! By taking the 

time to prepare and acclimate your new pet properly, you’ll set the stage for a happy 



and healthy life in their new home. Enjoy watching your fish thrive in their new 

environment!


