
Responsible Animal Ownership

Bringing a pet into your life can be incredibly rewarding, offering numerous physical 

and mental health benefits, as well as helping to build lasting relationships. However, 

it’s crucial to remember that owning a pet isn’t a “human right.” It comes with a hefty 

dose of responsibilities that you need to take seriously. Failing to meet these 

responsibilities can lead to the suffering of the animal and may even put you on the 

wrong side of the law.

Before you dive into pet ownership, it’s important to ask yourself a few key questions:

• Do you know what it takes to care for this animal? This is 

especially vital when it comes to exotic pets, as their needs can be quite different 

from more common animals.

• Can you turn that knowledge into action? This means evaluating a 

few practical aspects:

• Physical Ability: Are you physically capable of caring for this pet? 

If not, is there someone dependable who can help you out?

• Time Commitment: Do you have enough time to dedicate to 

another living being? This is particularly important for dogs, as they thrive on 

forming strong bonds with their owners.



• Financial Considerations: Are you prepared for the costs that 

come with pet ownership? For instance, a cat can cost around £12,000 over its 

lifetime when you factor in food, vet bills, and other expenses.

• Empathy for Animals: Do you genuinely care for animals and 

their well-being?

Additionally, be ready to answer some questions from your landlord, a breeder, or 

anyone else who might need to assess your suitability as a pet owner. These 

conversations can help ensure that you’re fully prepared for the joy—and the 

responsibilities—that come with having a furry (or scaly) friend in your life.


