
Housing Your Reptile

The Best Home for Your Reptile

Just like us, every reptile deserves a cozy place to call home. If you’re a reptile 

enthusiast, you probably already know that these amazing creatures often hail from 

warmer, sunnier climates than what we experience here in the UK. So, if you’re caring 

for one of these fascinating pets, it’s essential to create the right environment for 

them to thrive. Factors like temperature, lighting, and humidity play a significant role 

in your reptile’s well-being, so let’s dive into some tips to help you make your pet feel 

right at home.

Creating the Perfect Temperature

Each reptile species has its own ideal temperature range, so it’s a good idea to invest 

in a few thermometers to monitor the temperature in the vivarium. You can use a heat 

mat placed underneath or a lamp positioned above the enclosure to warm things up. 

Just make sure to connect it to a thermostat for safety! Whatever method you choose, 

keep in mind that your reptile shouldn’t be able to touch the heat source directly—it’s 

all about keeping them safe and sound.

Let There Be Light!



For reptiles to thrive, they need lighting that mimics natural sunlight. Without it, they 

can suffer from vitamin D3 deficiencies and miss out on important visual stimulation. 

Make sure to use a specialised reptile light that’s appropriate for your specific species. 

A timer is a great addition too, as it can help you replicate the natural day-night cycle. 

And don’t forget about distance—ensure the light source is at the right height from 

your pet’s basking spot. A quick tip: fluorescent lights should be replaced every six 

months to keep your pet basking in the best light possible!

By paying attention to these key elements, you’ll be well on your way to creating a 

comfy, healthy home for your scaly friend. Your reptile will appreciate the effort, and 

you’ll enjoy watching them thrive!


