Choosing the Right Veterinary Practice

Choosing the Right Vet Practice for Your Pet

When it comes to picking a vet, the options can feel overwhelming. With so many
practices out there, how do you find the one that’s just right for you and your furry
friend? Taking the time to do a little research can really pay off, ensuring that both you
and your pet feel comfortable and happy with your choice.

Start with a Registered Vet

!

First things first: make sure your vet is registered. It's illegal for anyone who isn’t
officially recognised to practice veterinary medicine. The Royal College of Veterinary
Surgeons (RCVS) is the governing body here, and they make sure that qualified vets
have either “MRCVS” or “FRCVS” after their names. You can easily check if your vet is
registered by visiting the RCVS website.

The RCVS also has a fantastic Practice Standards Scheme. This program accredits vet
practices based on the services and specialties they offer. Each practice undergoes a
thorough inspection every four years, and they might even have surprise checks in
between. Look for the RCVS Accredited Practice logo—this tells you the practice meets
high standards. If you need help finding a vet nearby, the RCVS site has got you
covered!

Get Personal Recommendations

Next, talk to fellow pet owners. Personal recommendations can be incredibly valuable!
Ask around in your community to see what others think about their vets. Just keep in
mind that different types of pets have different needs, so consider whether the
recommendations are from folks with pets similar to yours.

Consider Distance and Location



When choosing a vet, think about the distance from your home. It's much easier if the
practice is close by—especially during an emergency. Quick access to a vet can make
all the difference! Look for a practice that’s not only nearby but also conveniently
located near public transport if you don’t drive, or check if they have parking
available.

—

Check Opening Hours

Most vets arrange for emergency care outside their normal hours, but they might not
be able to provide this at their own practice. It's a good idea to ask where your pet
would be treated in an emergency. If you work long hours, you might want to see if the
practice has evening or weekend hours. And if your pet needs to stay overnight, check
whether there’s staff on-site to monitor them.

Look at Their Bedside Manner

Every pet owner wants to ensure their beloved animal is in caring hands. When you
visit, pay attention to how the staff interacts with your pet. Do they treat them with
kindness and respect? Even if some restraint is necessary for treatment, rough
handling is never acceptable. Also, consider how well they communicate with you. Are
you being kept in the loop about what’'s happening? If you need to administer
medication, are you given clear instructions?

Think About Pricing

Veterinary costs can vary quite a bit based on location, facilities, and other overheads.
Make sure to ask about the typical costs for routine treatments so there are no
surprises later on. If your pet requires surgery, find out if there will be any additional
fees for follow-up care. Pet insurance can be a lifesaver, helping to ease the burden of
unexpected vet bills. If you're looking for budget-friendly options, some charities like
Blue Cross offer affordable veterinary care—definitely worth checking out!



Know About Specialist Vets

While most vets handle a range of medical and surgical procedures, there might be
times when a specialist is needed—like if your pet requires an MRI or has a
complicated injury. If your chosen practice doesn’t have the specialist you need, they
can often refer you to someone who does. Also, if you have a unique or exotic pet, it's
important to find a vet experienced with that species. If you're unsure, your local
practice can help point you in the right direction, or you can search the RCVS website

for specialised practicesé
Explore Extra Services

Lastly, don’t forget to look into the additional services your vet offers! Many practices
provide helpful resources, like advice and fact sheets, to support you in caring for your
pet. Give your local practice a call or check out their website to see what they offer.

Finding the right vet practice might take a little effort, but it's worth it for the peace of
mind that comes with knowing your pet is getting the best care possible!



